














THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 





For MONDAY, September 22, 1800. 





Account of the four principal Turkifh Mintflers. 


USSEIN, Captain Pacha, was taken from the Seraglio 

on the advancement of the prefent Sultan to the throne, 
and entrufted with the command of the naval force of the 
empire, for which, however, he was far from being well 
adapted, but the favour of his mafter fupplied every defi- 
ciency. His credit, the means which it procured him, and 
the defire of reputation, prompted him to endeavour to raifé 
his department from the ftate of languor in which he found 
it. All the dock-yards were foon full of bufinefs, and the 
beautiful French mode of building, introduced by M. Le 
Brun, an excellent engineer, now in the fervice of Ruffia, 
gave the Turks a ref{peétable marine. The great revenues of 
the Admiral, his expences {till more excefflive, and an unli- 
mited gencrofity, ftimulated the zeal of the Europeans he 
employed, and foon produced a ftriking metamorphofis in 
the arfenal of Conftantinople: but if we ftep beyond thefe 
bounds, and take a larger view of the Turkifh naval power, 
we foon find ourfelves once more in the midft of igriorance 
and indifcipline, and thus we are enabled to account for the 
little utility of the Turkifh fquadrons at Corfu, and on the 
coafts of Italy, Egypt, and Syria. Huffein, Captain Pacha, 
whofe credit is frongly fupported by his marriage with the 
daughter of the Jate Sultan Abdulhamed, and by the conflant 
favour of the Grand Seignior, does not, however, poflefs 
his former influence in the Divan. If that which he has at 
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prefent 1s fufficient to maintain him with independence at 
the head of his department, it does not extend beyond that 
circle. His campaign againft Paflwan Oglou was not con. 
duéted fo as to give an advantageous idea of his military 
fill. 


Issour AGA SuLTAN Kraya poffeffes that genius which 
knows how to profit of circumftances and favour. He is 
one of the principal movers of the empire. His influence 
is daily increafed by the favour of the Sultana-mother, 
This renders him more formidable to all thofe who are jea. 
lous of his power, fince he, holds his poft independent of 
every cabal. Iffouf Aga isa mafter in the {chool of in. 
trigue. He inclines to the fy {tem of innovation, as belt cal. 
culated to aid his plans, and to perpetuate his credit. 


Sopuran Aca, who, like the Captain Pacha, was taken 
out of the Seraglio, and likewife diftinguifhed by the favours 
of his matter, has never fhown himfelf ambitious of places, 
which generally yield more danger than credit. Sufficiently 
powerful by the place he enjoys, he has become Capi Kiaya 
of the Pacha of Bagdad, and of almoft all! the Viziers, of 
whom he is rather the prote¢tor at Conftantinople, than the 
agent. His riches are as great as his influence, and though he 
has modeftly placed himfelf in the clafs of private life, he 
is, notwithflanding, one of the moft diflinguifhed perfonages 
ot the empire. 


Menemet Cueres: Errenpi, Tefterar of the Camp, 
called Kufe Kiaya, a bye-name, which was given him when 
Kiaya Bey, in confequence of his little goat’s beard, 1s one 
of the molt polifhed men in the Turkifh empire, and at the 
fame time one of the moft fertile in refources. He has left 
the war department to take the principal management of the 
Grand Vizier’s army, to which his credit has followed him. 
He has long diftinguifhed himfelf by being a leader of inno- 
vations. He has braved every prejudice, and expofed him- 
felf to general hatred, to introduce new fy flems and improve- 
tents, which he conceived would be of advantage to the 
fovernment. 

Such are the four perfonages who poffefs the greateft degree 
of credit and influence in the Turkifh empire. The others, 
from the Grand Vizier to the Reis Effendi, only att within 
the {phere of their offices, but do not govern the political 
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The moft agreeable Woman in the World ! 


To the EDITOR, 

SIR, 

T is acommon figure of {peech, that poifon is often con- 

tained in {weet viands, that fnakes lurk beneath tempt- 
ing herbage, and canker-worms within fragrant flowers; 
which expreflions, divefted of their metaphorical garb, mean 
no more than that feeming bleflings are often real evils. Of 
the truth of this I am, alas! a melancholy inftance; for I 
ama moft miferable being, although I am married to the moft 
agreeable woman in the world!!! 

You muft know, Mr. Editor, that, finding myfelf at the 
age of thirty poffefled .of a good fortune, anda profperous 
trade, I refolved to marry ; and as beauty was not, in my 
eye, the fole quality requifite in a wife, it was very natural 
that I fhould turn my thoughts towards a young lady in the 
neighbourhood, who was ftyled by every one “ the mot 
agreeable girl in the world.”’ Accordingly I foon found 
means to be introduced to her, and fhe appeared to me deferv- 
ing of the name fhe had acquired. To be fure fhe was not 
abfolutely handfome, and her perfon was more attraftive 
than finely formed; but then the graces fhe exhibited in the 
dance, the {kill which fhe difplayed in performing her part in 
the concert, and, above all, the unaffuming fweetnefs and 
readinefs with which fhe confented to exert her accom- 
plifhments for the amufement not only of her friends, but 
of ftrangers, made her foon a divinity inmy eyes. ‘* What 
a complying, obedient wife,” faid I to myfelf, “ would this 
{weet-tempered, obliging creature make!” and foon after 
Ithought myfelf the moft honoured, as well as moft happy, 
of men, when I found my felf the accepted lover of the moft 
agreeable girl in the world. 

Our courtfhip was not a long one; the fettlements were 
foon drawn up, and I truft they were liberal ones; for 
though my wife had no fortune, I could not help providing 
handfomely ter a woman fo notorioufly charming, and who 
had done me the honour of choofing me for ahufband. The 
wedding-day arrived, we were married in the town where 
fhe lived, and the bells rung out fucha peal ! The next morn- 
ing the ringers came to be paid: I gavethem what I thoughta 
fufficient, reward ; but they were not fatisfied, forfooth; and 
while I was debating the matter with them, out came my 
bride, and, in a voice very charming tothe ringers I dare fay, 
but not quite fo welcome to me, defired me to pay the poor 
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men twelve guineas for their fatigue, and wondered how | 
could be fo hard-hearted as to grudge paying the obliging 
men, who had done fo much in honour of our wedding, | 
could have told her, that the obliging men went through as 
much fatigue very often for no extra pay at all, and merely 
for their own amufement; but how could I mortify fo 
grateful and tender-hearted a creature ? I paid the money, 
and had the confolation of thinking that even the ringers, 
who went away calling down bleflings on the kind lady’s 
head, would be convinced that I was married to the mof 
agreeable woman inthe world. 

That day, the next day, and indeed every day for fix weeks 
after, letters of congratulation and wedding prefents poured 
in upon us from all quarters. I was almoft ruined in poftage 
and porterage; befides, as my wife could not bear to be 
under pecuniary obligations to any one, for every prefent 
beftowed on us fhe entreated me to make a return; and 
though fome of the gifts faved us the expence of buying 
plate, &c. &c. yet as thofe we beflowed were more coflly 
than thofe we received, the generofity of our friends was 
more expenfive to us than their negle& would have been. But 
what then? My wife kept up the charaé€ter fhe had fo long 
enjoyed, and I was pointed out as the hufband of the mof 
agreeable woman in the world. It is unneceffary to obferve, 
that our vifitors were ftill more numerous than either our 
congratulatory corref{pondents or our wedding prefents: 
parties were formed in honour of our nuptials, and my wife 
confequently gave partics in return. The firfl three months 
after marriage, atime ufually fpent by new-married people 
in the almoft uninterrupted enjoyment of each other’s fo- 
ciety, was {pent by us in a conftant fucceflion of balls, con- 
certs, dinners, and routs. “* Well, there will be an end to 
this intime,” faid I to myfelf, “* at leaft I hope fo; forif 
not, it matters very little to me that Iam married to the mof 
agreeable woman in the world, as 1 enjoy’ fo little of her 
company.” 

Bur, alas! week fucceeded to week, montheto month, and 
faw us ftill going on in the fame engagements. Do you 
think, Mr. Pliant,” fays one, “ we can fuffer you to mono- 
polize the moft agreeable woman in the world # Well, 
next to your wife, you are the beft creature living,” cries 
another; “* it is fo good in you to let your wife fing to 
amufe her friends as fhe ufed before fhe was married: I with 
all hufbands were ke you, Mr. Pliant.”’ - So, between ex- 
poftulation and flattery, matters went on as ufual, and iy 
go 
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got for my acquiefcence was, the affurance that I was the 
fecond in goodnefs only to my wife. But at length I grew 
tired of leading a life fo contrary to all the expe eftations I 
had formed to myfelf on becoming a hufband, and I ven. 
tured to infift, in atone rather too firm tobe withftood, on 
my wife’s refufing a ball, a concert, and a rout, to which, 
with other parties, fhe was invited in one week. It was not 
poffible for the fweeteft tempered, moft obliging, and moft 
agreeable woman in the world to put herfelf in a paffion, and 
oppofe the peremptory decifion of her hufband ; but then it 
was alfo impoflible for her not to fhew, by going without her 
dinner, crying till her features were fcarce recognizable, 
fighing as if her heart were breaking, and fitting for hours in 
gloomy filence, her deep fenfe of the hardfhip of her fate, 
in being married to a hard-hearted tyrant, who had dared, 
after being twelve months a hufband, for the firft time to have 
a will of his own ! 

At firft I took no notice of this melancholy change in the 
appearance and manners of my wife, though I could not 
help wondering to myfelf how the moit agreeable woman in 
the world could be fo di/agreeable ; but, at laft, my refolution 
began to fail me, and, unable any longer to witnefs her mi- 
fery without exprefling my fenfe of it, I approached her 
tenderly, and ventured to throw my arms round her waift ; 
but, {prinsing from me indignantly, “ Brute!” fhe ex- 
claimed, “* dare not to touch her whom your cruelty has 
made wretched !”’ Judge, Mr. Editor, of my aflonifhment! 
The moft agreeable woman in the world calling names! 
However, fo ufed had I been to confider her as infallible, that 
I began ferioufly to confider whether I was not the brute fhe 
called me; and I was on the point of faying, “ My dear 
Patty, I am a brute—I own my fault, and will amend it,” 
when arap came to the door, announcing the arrival of vi- 
fitors, reftored me to my dignity, and Mrs. Pliant to her 


pathetic filence. ‘* But, my dear, furely,” criedI, “ you 
had better retire, and wath your eyes with a little rofe- 
water.” “‘ No,” fhe re plied, I care not who fecs or 


knows my mi fery. O what a tyrannical hufband 1 am tied 
to!” “ Blefs me,” thought I, “ what a bad man I am 
without knowing it! and what will our vifitors think of me 
for affliting in this manner the moft agreeable woman in the 
world ?”” 

Well, in came the three ladies who had invited my wife to 
the forbidd Jen ball, concert, and rout, and, feeing her in 


tears, they enquired what the dear creature ailed, while I fat 
like 
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like a criminal trembling in my chair, awaiting my wife's an. 
{wer. At firft, “‘ So forry !—fo unhappy !—my hufband!” 
was all fhe could articulate. ‘“* Your hufband ;” exclaimed 
one of the ladies, ** what has he done?” “ Done!” fal. 
tered out my agreeable wife, ““ O! he is—I have difco. 
vered——"” 1“ Difcovered !—good gracious! my dear, how 
you alarm us!—no intrigue, I hope?” “ Oh, no! worfe, 
much worfe!”’ The ladies ftarted, and indeed fo did I, to 
find that, in my wife’s eftimation, refufing to let her go out 
every night in the week was a more heinous crime than a 
breach of my nuptial vow. At laft, after 1 had undergone 
a molt inguifitorial look from each of the ladies, my wile 
condefcended to inform her friends fhe had difcovered meto 
be atyrant !—that I had dictated the refufal fhe had fent to 
their cards of invitation, and peremptorily forbidden her to 
aceept them. I faw the friendly ladies were difappointed, 
and that an “ O, is that all ?’’ trembled on their lips; but 
they were too faithful tothe rights of their fex to treat as a 

venial fault in me fo ferious a crime againft the privileges 

of a wife; and “ O the wretch!” was their flattering ex. 

clamation. “* We came hither,” faid one of them, “ to 
know the reafon of your refufing to come to our patties; 

but now I find what it is, I am refolved not to take a re- 

fufal.” ‘“* So am I,” and “ So am I,” faid the others. 

Here was a fituation! and how my wife’s eyes fparkled 

through her tears at the hopes fhe began to entertain of her 

friends gaining the viétory for which fhe had not dared to 

contend ! 

While I had the mortification of feeling a fomething 
about my heart that told me her hopes would not be vais, 
** Upon my word, Mr. Pliant,” cried one of the ladies, I 
could not have thought it of you. Not let your wife come 
to my concert! but indeed fhe muft not difappoint me; for 
I depend on her, and have fet her down for three fongs, a 
duo, and two glees.” “ Very reafonable, indeed, Madam ; 
and without confulting her, I fuppofe ?” replied I. 0 
yes,” returned the lady; “ I know fhe is fo obliging, that 
ihe will do any thing that is alked of her——” “ Except 
flay at home to oblige her hufband,’”’ was my anfwer; and 
for amoment it filenced my opponents; but at length anotber 
began: ‘* Well, Mr. Pliant, if you objett to your wiles 
coming to my Inends concert, you muit, and fhall, let ber 
come to my bali; i dhall have areel party, and no one dances 
fo well as Mrs. Pliant, and I pofitively cannot do without 
her.” “ Nor can], Madam.” ‘ Well,” exclaimed the 
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third lady, “* you may refufe my friends, if you pleafe; but 
you fhall not deny me. Lord is to be at my route, and 
he declares Mrs. Pliant is the moft agreeable creature in the 
world, and that none but your charming wife can play whift 
well enough to be his partner; fo the muft come; for 1 
have promifed his Lordfhip he fhould meet her.” “ A 
courtier is ufed to breaking promifes, Madam, and will 
therefore not be furprifed or offended at the breaking of 
your’s.”” 

So far fo good; the coolnefs and firmnefs of my manners 
produced a fort of refpeétful furprife in my affailants, and 
the agreeable countenance of my wife was again ‘clouded, 
prefaging a coming ftorm, when a fourth lady was announced, 
who entered the room in a very joyful manner, and, running 
upto Mrs. Pliant, exclaimed, “ Joy! joy! my dear crea- 
ture! it is all fettled! my hufband has confented, the parts 
are caft, and I expeé youtoa firft rehearfal this day week ;” 
I was thunderftruck at this new opportunity for the mo% 
agreeable woman in the world to oblige her friends and ac- 
quaintance, and not a little fhocked at the fecrecy with 
which this plan for private theatricals had been carried on; 
owing, I fuppofe, to my wife’s confcioufnefs that her only 
chance for forcing me to let her join in it, would be her 
having gone tog far to recede with any decency. But this 
hope the giddy delight of her friend put a ftop to; for, i 
the exertion of authority I was then making, it was not 
likely Ifhould allow her to figure away as an a@trels, efpe- 
cially as I think with the man in the play, that “ a private 
atrefs is. a public cHarafter.”” “‘ What is all this?” cried 1, 
as foon as a feeling very like anger would give me leave to 
fpeak; “ all fettled! parts caf! expeét you toa private re- 
hearfal!’” “* La, Mr. Pliant, you are foodd!” replied the 
lady manager; ‘* do you not know Mrs. Pliant is a very fine 
aétrefs, and fhe is going to perform in a play at my houfe? 
I protet your crofs looks have frigh itened - dear creature 
outof her wits—only look at her;” I turned, and faw, with 
no little emotion, that my wife bell an hy fte: vie ready primed 
and fit to go off at the word of command; but I went on, 
notwithftanding, as follows: “ On one conc rr ition, Madam, L 
will let Mrs. Pliant play a part in your private theatricals, 
and on no other, and that is, that you will be fo good as to 
teach her to perform, what {he is totally ignorant of, the par 
of a good wife.” 

O, Mr. Editor, that you had but feen the countenarices of 
the ladies | and O that you had heard——no, Lam glad yor 
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did not hear the fcreams of Mrs. Pliant; for, as I expefted, 


fhe went intoa frightful hyfleric, was carried to bed, a phy- ~ 
fician was fent for, and, in the midft of my terror and ye 
anxiety, her kind friends afflured me it was very probable the aa 
would break a blood veffel, and that then I fhould have the ee 
comfort of knowing that I had killed the moft agreeable sp 
woman in the world. But, to be brief, after a day or twoof re. henf 
Japfes and languor, while I was all penitence for my fault, and re 
full of promifes never to offend again, Mrs. Pliant recovered, ng 
and you may guefs what followed;—my prohibition was taken . 

off, and fhe danced, fung, played whift, and aéted, while I, bie 
by my late impotent attempt at abfolute power, had the “ t 
mortification of knowing I had forfeited my only confola. ciate 
tion, that of being ftyled, next to my wife, the beft creature ym 
in the world. My fpirit was broken by this fruitlefs Ia 
firuggle, and I have never rebelled fince, nor been fo pre- of hi 
poflerous as to expeéi the moft agreeable woman in the world bade 
to flay at home, even one evening in the week, quietly with comp 
me: but a few weeks ago the death of her grandmother ought 
made it improper for her to go out, or fee company, for a tien 
few days at leaft, and you will eafily guefs that I welcomed of eq 
that opportunity tor domeftic quiet and enjoyment, and that, Sent ; 


notwithftanding my refpeét for the old lady, with me the y* 
houfe was not a houfe of mourning. i 

But, alas! how was I difappointed! My wife, as foon as 
fhe had ceafed crying, began yawning; the lively repartee, 
the winning {mile, the animated countenance, that I had fo 
often admired in fociety; were no more; but, liftlefs, unem- 
ployed, and difcontented, fhe wandered about the houle 
looking like the ghoft of diflipation ; and had fhe not had I 
recourfe to a circulating library, I verily believe fhe would 
have died of ennuz, betore the term of her imprifonment, as T 


_—— 


fhe called it, was expired. I 
Though I longed to hear her, propriety forbade me to ak Pol 
her to fing, as fo near a relation was fo recently déad ; but ge 
one day I overheard her praétifing her voice with a degree tr 1 
of energy, and finging her beft fongs with fuch perfe- i ver! 
verance, that if concluded there would be no harm in my This £ 
requefting a fong from her that evening. Accordingly, 6th of 
tran{ported with the pleafure that awaited me, as I thought, Th 4 
I requefted her to fing me the Italian air I had overheard in robb 4 
the morning given in fo fine a flyle, and her anfwer was, the mead 
was not 2 voice. This excufe I would not admit, as BY which 
ears had convinced me of fallacy ; then fhe had over-prac- when k 
tiled in the morning againft a concert that fhe was to 3 at He 
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the next week, and fhe dared not fing any more that day ; with 
this reafon I was obliged to be fatisfied, and I expeéted to 
drag on a yawning, joyle/s evening, with the moft agreeable 
woman in the world, when vifitors were announced. Away 
went the novel Mrs. Pliant was gaping over, away went the 
vapours, the dull eye, the pale cheek, and Mrs. Pliant was 
herfelf again: nay, more, the over-practice of the morning 
was forgotten, and the want of voice, and the fung untired 
till “* paft twelve o’clock” warned the vifitors to retire; 
but not till they had complimented me on having the moft 
obliging creature for my wife, one who was fo accom- 
modating and eager to give pleafure, that fhe did not mind 
trouble, and would fing whenever fhe was afked. I blufhed, 
if my wife did not. 

Iam aware, Sir, that when a man once begins a narrative 
of his diftreffes, his friends have every thing to apprehend 
from his perfeverance: I long to impart the fequel of my 
complaint, but fear I have already exceeded the limits which 
ought to be devoted to one correfpondent. If you will 
favour me by inferting this epiftle, I can promife that another 
of equal length will contain all the complaints of your con- 
ftant reader and humble fervant, 


Auguft 16, PAUL PLIANT. 


INTERESTING TRIAL. 
LANCASTER SUMMER ASSIZES., 





HAuLzL ¥. WILLIAM and Joun Hoop CHapMan. 


HIS was a caufe peculiarly interefting to all mercantile 
men. 

The plaintiff, a faopkeeper at Colne, in the county of 
Lancafter, in the courfe of trade received a bill for 
301. 163. 5d. drawn by the defendants, who are bankers at 
Atherftone, in Warwickthire, which had previoufly pafled 
through the hands of feveral perfons, who had indorfed it. 
This bill the plaintiff remitted in a letter from Colne on the 
6th of O€ober, 1799, to a correfpondent in North Wales. 
That evening the poft-boy from Chorley to Wigan was 
tobbed of the mail, and, with other bags, of that_which con- 
tained the letters between Chorley and Warrington, among 
which was the plaintiff’s letter. The plaintiff, fulpeéting, 
when he found the poft had been robbed, his letter and bill 
Vor. XXXVI, 2M would 
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would not reach his correfpondent, wrote immediately to the 
bankers in London, on whom the bill was drawn, defiring 
them not to accept or pay the bill, and informing them what 
were the reafons tor fo doing. 

The bill having become due on the Sth of November, and 
not appearing, the plaintiff made feveral applications, the lak 
about the middle of April, at which time the bill had been 
due above five months, to Mefirs. Chapmans, the drawers, to 
give him another bill, tendering them an indemnity, refer. 
ring them to Meflrs. Lioyds, bankers at Birmingham, to 
inquire as tothe fufficiency of the parties who had figned it, 
and offering to obviate any objeétion that they could point 
out, cither to the form of the indemnity, or the fafficiency 
of the parties. 

The defendants, however, refufed to fee the deed of in. 
demnity, or to draw a frefh bill, alledging, as their excule, 
that bankers in their neighbourhood had declined to replace 
bills or notes which they had loft to a confiderable amount, 
and that therefore they thought themfelves juftified in 
treating the plaintiff in the fame manner in which the 
drawers of the bills and notes whichthey had loft had treated 
them, although the plaintiff knew nothing of, or had any 
conneétion with, thefe parties. 

he plaintiff having called witneffes, whom he had brought 
from London, Atherftone, Wales, Stockport, Colne, an 
other places, to prove the above cafe, it was contended on 
the part of the defendants, who called no witneffes, that it 
did not appear the defendant, William Chapman, who was 
the father of the other defendant, was a partner with him, or 
liable to the bill in queftion, although it appeared to be drawa 
by the defendant, John Hood Chapman, exprefsly for him- 
felf andthe other defendant, his father, from off the coppet- 
plate of the defendants, and in their ufual way of drawing 
bilfs, and was regularly advifed of to their bankers in town. 

The jury, however, with the approbation of the Judge, 
gave the plaintiff a verdi@ for the amount of the bill and 
itereft, having firft afked the Judge whether they were not 
competent to awarda larger fum by way of damages, for the 
trouble and expence the plaintiff had been put to ; and being 
an{wered, that they could not give more than the ammount oi 
the bill and intereft. The a&tion was brought on the ftatute ot 
the 9th and 10th of William the Third, which intitles the 
owner of a bil! that may happen to be loft, orto mifcarry, 
call upon the drawer tor another in its ftead, on giving an in- 

demnity, 
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demnity, if demanded. It was admitted to be an aétion of 
the firft impreflion. 





—_——— 


A German Traveller’s Account of his Internew with Rr. 
Fohnjon ; ; and fome Remarks on his Writings. 


[Being an Extraé of a Letter from London in the Year 1768.] 


AM juft returned from a vifit to Samuel Johnfon, the 
coloffus of Englifh literature, who combines profound 

knowledge with wit, and humour with ferious wifdom, and 
whofe exterior announces nothing of thefe qualities; for in 
the proportions of his form are exaétly thofe of a fturdy 
drayman. To this he alludes in his delineation of the Idler: 
“ The diligence of an Idler is rapid and impetuous; as 
ponderous bodies, forced into velocity, move with violence 
proportionate to their weigbt.”’—Idler, No. I. 

His manners are boorifh ; and his eye cold as his raillery ; 
never is it animated with a glance that betrays archneis or 
acutene{s ; he conftantly feems to be, and not feldom he 
really is, ab! ent and dittratted.—He had invited Colman and 
me by letter, and forgot it. We {furprifed him, in the ftrifteft 
fenfe of the wend, at the country-feat of Mr. Thrale, whofe 
lady, a gentee! agreeable Welch-woman, by way of amufe- 
ment reads and tran{lates Greek authors. Here Johnfon lives 
and reigns (for he is fond of aéting the dominator) as if he 
were in the midft of his own family. He received us in a 
friendly manner, though a certain air of folemnnefs and pom- 
polity never left him, which is interwoven with his manners 
as well as with his ftyle. In converfation he rounds his 
periods, and {peaks with a tone almoft theatrical: but what- 
ever he fays becomes interefting by a certain peculiar cha- 
racter with which it is ftamped. 

, We {poke of the Englifh language: and I remarked, 

" that it pafled th rough its different epochs quicker than other 
languages : there is a greater difference (faid 1) between your 
prefent writers and the celebrated club of authors in the reign 
of Queen Ann, than between the French of the prefent and 
the lait century. They make incurGons into foreign ground, 
2nd lavifhly {cuander the eafily acquired plunder; for they 
follow not the counfel of Swi fe, to adopt, indeed, new words, 
but never after to reje&t them.” W . conquer,” inter- 
rupted me one of the gueiis, ‘* new words ina fit of enthu- 
fal, and give them back : again in cold blood, as we do our 
2 M 2 conquefls 
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conqucfts on the making of peace.” “ But are you no 
(afked I) thus lofers with regard to pofterity ? For your 
writings will be fcarcely intelligible to the third fucceeding 
generation.” — New words,” replied Johnfon, “ are well. 
earned riches. When a nation enlarges its ftock of know. 
ledge and acquires new ideas, it muft neceffarily have a 
fuitable veflure for them. Foreign idioms, on the contrary, 
have been decried as dapgerous ; and the critics daily objett 
to me my Latinifms, which, they fay, alter the charaéter of 
our language : butit is feriouliy my opinion, that every Jan. 
guage muilt be fervilely tormed after the model of fome one 
of theancient, if we with to give durability to our works,” 
Do you not think that there 1s fome truth in this fophiftry ? 
A dead language, no longer fubjeét to change, may well ferve 
as a fit ftandard for a hving one. It isan old fterling weight, 
according to which the value of the current coin is eftimated, 
** The greateft confufion in languages (continued I, ad. 
dreffing myfelf to Johnfon) is caufed by a kind of original 
geniufes, who invent their own Sanfcrit, that they may clothe 
their ideas in holy obfcurity ; and yet we willingly liften to 
their oracular fayings, and at length are ourfelyes infedted 
with the difeafe.’—* Singularity (exclaimed one of the 
oa ae 4 
guells) is often a mark of genius. Then,” anfwered 
Johnfon, “ there exift few greater genius’ than Wilton in 
Chelfea*. His manner of writing is the moft fingular in the 
world; for, fince the Jait war, he writes with his feet.” 

Colman fpoke of the Rehearfal, which was formerly fo 
much admired asa mafter-piece ; but which nobody had pa 
tience now to read through.—‘* There was too little falt in 
it, to keep it {weet,”” faid Johnfon.—Hume was mentioned, 
** Prieftley,” faid I, “‘ objects to this hiflorian the frequent 
ufe of Gallicifms.”—* And I,” faid Johnfon, “ that his 
whole hiftory is a Gallicifm.” Johnfon eagerly feizes every 
opportunity of giving vent to his hatred againft the Scotch. 
Even in his Di@ionary we find the following article : * Oats, 
agrain, which in England is generally giver to horfes, but 
in Scotland fupporis the people.” 

Not recolleéting his edition of Shakefpear,, which was fo 
far from an{wering the expeétations of the critics, I un- 
thinkingly and precipitately enough afked him, W hich 
edition of that poet he moit efteemed ?’"’—"* Eh! replied he, 
with a {mile ; “ ‘tis what we call an unlucky quinine 

in- 


* Ao old foldier, whofe arms had been fhot off. 
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I inquired after Bofwell. Johnfon feems to love him 
much; he is fenfible of, but forgives him his enthufiafm. 
Bolwell is a fiery young man, who firmly believes in heroic 
virtue ; and who, in the intoxication of his heart, would have 
flown with equal ardour to Iceland as to Corfica, in purfuit 
of a demi-god. 

You are acquainted with Johnfon’s works. The Rambler, 
the Idler ; London, a fatire; and the exceHent biography 
of Savage, are well known in Germany. But we hear lefs 
in our country of Prince Raifelas, a mafterly, cold, political 
romance, as all of the kind are ; for a teacher of the art of 
government, who, remote from and unpraétifed in affairs, 
writes for Kings, can {pin out of his brain a texture only of 
general principles. Isene,atragedy by Johnfon, full of the 
fineft {peeches, was hiffed, and is forgotten. 

This celebrated man had long to contend with poverty ; 
for you muft not imagine, that England always rewards her 
authors in proportion to the general admiration they excite, 
Often was he obliged to hide himfelf ina cellar near Moor- 
fields, to avoid being lodged in a room with an iron grate. In 
thofe days of adverfity he wrote {pceches worthy of a De- 
mofthenes, for and againit the moft important queftions 
agitated in Parliament, which were publifhed under the names 
of the real members. 

Thefe fpeeches for a long time paffed for genuine inthe 
country : and it is not generally known, that among them is 
the celebrated fpeech of Pitt, which he is faid to have pro- 
nounced when his youth was objetted to him, and which 
never fo flowed from the mouth of Pitt. Johnfon has now 
conduéted the Paftolus into his garden. He enjoys a pen- 
fionof three hundred pounds flerling, not to make {peeches ; 
but, as the oppofition aflerts, to induce him to remain filent. 

I forgot totell you, that Johnfon denies the antiquity of 
Offian. Macpherfon is a native of Scotland; and Johnfon 
would rather fuffer him to pafs for a great poet, than allow 
him to be an honeft man. I am convinced of their authen- 
ticity. Macpherfon fhewed me, in the prefence of Alex- 
ander Dow, at leaft tweive parcels’of the manufcript of the 
Earfe original. Some of thefe manufcripts feemed to be 
very old. Literati of my acquaintance, who underftand the 
language, have compared them with the tranflation ; and we 
mutt either believe the abfurdity, that Macpherfon had like. 
wile fabricated the Earfe text, or no longer contend againit 
evidence. Macpherfon declaimed a few palflages to me. 
The language founded melodious enough, but folemnly 
plaintive 
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plaintive and guttural, like the languages of all rude uncul. 
tivated nations. 
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Defcription of the Wardifh Game, or hex ox Gymnaplic 


Exercifes ¢ ‘of the Perfian 
By M. Von Hasuirz’t, of Peterfourg. 
\ ARDISH is the name which the Perfians give to this 


fpeftacle ; and as it confifts merely of pretty fevere 
bodily exercifes, thie word is faid to fignify the fame as game 
of labour. -This game is plaved not folely for diverfion, but 
rather for the prefervation and corroboration of health; and 
may therefore be very well compared to the gymnaftic ex. 
ercifes, which for the fame purpofes were cuftomary among 
the Greeks and Romans. ‘Fhe Wardifh game, then, is not 
folely exhibited by performers whofe profeffion it is, or who 
are kept for the purpofe; on the contrary, people of dif- 
ferent ranks and conditions play tt whenever they choofe; 
and we find in all the cities of Perfta public buildings erected 
on purpofe for the exhibition of it, in which the amateurs are 
accuftomed to afiemble, and which are called Wardith-Chana, 
Thefe edifices confift in general of only one large hall, the 
floor of which is covered with earth or fand, and which has 
few or no windows, and is therefore lighted by naphtha- 
lamps. Inthe infide of this hal], there is againft one wall a 
raifed place or eftrade of boards, with a curtain before it; 
where the Wardifh-players undrefs and drefs themfelves. 
Againft the oppofite wall, another fimilar flage, but without 
amy curtain, is erefted, on which the muficians fit. Along 
the other two walls the {fpectators fit, or more ufually fland. 
Such Wardifh-Chanas are es So by the Chans in the 
cities, or likewife by private perfons. In the firft cafe, the 
players as well as the {peftators have free admiffion: but in 
the latter cafe, every one pays a — 41n price for admiffion. 
The Ward th players ufually affemble very early in the 
morning ; and as foon as a fufficient number 1s arrived, the 
exercifes commence. The players, having prev vioully 
ftripped themfelves quite naked, and put on a pair of wide 
breeches reaching no lower than the knee, flep forth to the 
found of the mufic into the middle of the arena; and then 
their gymnaftic exercifes begin in the following manner: 
They frit of all place themf{c ‘Ives in a row on their hands and 
feet ; and endeavour by flretchings and diflortions of the 
9 body 
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body to render every part thereof more pliant. Then they 
all at once jump up, formacircle, hold one foot up, and hop 
round in acircle onthe other, whilft with both hands they 
inceflantly ftrike their thighs. After this they alter their po- 
fition, fothat, inftead of going round in a circle, they hop in 
a ftraight line from one end of the arena to the other, either 
acrofs or lengthwife ; and as often as they approach the wall, 
they beat time to the mufic by ftriking backwards with one of 
their feet a board leaning againft it. At laftthey placethem- 
felves inrows. Some then take into their hands two {mooth- 
turned cylindrical blocks of wood, weighing from fifteen to 
twenty pounds, and having at one end a handle : thefe they 
place upon their fhoulders, and make with them various mo- 
tions, now holding them up over their heads, then throwing 
them back over the fhoulders, or forwards, &c. Others take 
a bow, above one anda half arfhine long, which is called 
Dfchei, and has exafily the fhape of a bow for {hooting ar- 
rows, except that inftead of the bowftring it has a thick heavy 
iron chain, to each link of which ten or more {mall pieces of 
tin-plate are appended: by moving this bow from one fide 
tothe other, they beat time tothe mufic. They conclude the 
{fpef&tacle by running round ina circle, with the above- 
defcribed inftruments in their hands, till they are fatigued. 

As foon as the gymnaftic exercife is finifhed, the players 
retire to the ftlage where they had undreffled themfelves : here. 
proper attendants, who for that purpofe are attached to the 
Wardifh-Chanas, and whofe office is fimilar to that of the 
fricatores and traétatores of the ancient Romans, rub their 
whole body flrongly with their hands, and flretch all the 
joints, to render them the more pliant : after this perfrica- 
tion, they cover themfelves up warm, to prevent their catch- 
ing cold ; and repofe after their fatigue. 

The chief art of the Wardifh game confifts in this, that all 
the movements of the body are regulated by the mufic. There 
are therefore particular mafters who give inftruétions in the 
art: and it is generally believed, that it 1s an exercife be- 
neficial not only to thofe in health, but likewife to invalids, 
efpecially ta fuch as Jabour under difeafes arifing from ar 
obftru€ted perfpiration. 

That thefe gymmnaftic exercifes are common throughout 
Perfia, and that in every town there are appropriate edifices 
for it, though in fome places other regulations are eftablithed, 
and variations in the performance take place, appears from 
“ William Franklin’s Obfervations on a Tour from Bengal 
to 
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to Perfia,” where that traveller defcribes the fame national 
game, as he faw it exhibited at Schiras. 
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GALLANT ACTION in the WEST INDIES. 


N the 14th of June, 1800, the privateer {chooner Dahher, 
Captain O’Meally, arrived at Falmouth, (Jamaica) 
fhe belongs to Kingfton, from whence the failed about 8 days 
before, mounting one carriage gun, with 32 men, upon acruife, 
On the 10th inft. near Cape Cruz, fhe fell in with a Freach 
{chooner privateer, mounting fix carriage guns, tull of men, 
which fhe engaged for one hour, and beat off without lofs, 
On Saturday laft, the 12th inft. then lying at anchor at 
Nicara, in the Ifland of Cuba, with two Spanith prizes, a 
floop and a fchooner, laden with fuftic and mahogany, fup. 
pofed to be worth about 3000]. At eight A. M. fawa hail 
coming down upon them before the wind, and foon perceived 
her to be a Spanilh privateer, mounting two long carriage 
guns, with fimall arms, and full of men, fuppofed fixty or 
feventy, with the Spanifh King’s colours flying. Captain 
O’Meally took his men out of the prizes, immediately got 
under weigh, and prepared for aétion, which commenced a 
nine A. M. 

The Dather’s men foon got the enemy’s {quare fail boom 
locked to her main rigging, and made three diderent attempts 
to board, but from the fuperiority of numbers of men armed 
with muikets, pikes, and cutlafles, on board the enemy, they 
were repulfed with confiderable lofs in killed and wounded; 
among the latter was Captain O’Meally, who, however, got 
back on board the Dather, and was carried below. Mr. Wil. 
fon, one of the owners, a volunteer on board, then took the 
command, and gallantly fought the enemy until one P. M, 
when he received three wounds, a ball through bis left arm, 
and two cuts in the knee from a pike. Thus fituated, with 
nearly the whole of his crew either killed or wounded, he 
was under the neceflity to difcontinue a hard and well-fought 
action of four hours, with the lofs of 22 men killed, and 
{even defperately wounded.—The Dons hove every thing 
upon deck overboard, and with the few men they had left, 
took to their {weeps, and made off, fuppofed with the lofs of 
4° or 59 men. Captain O’Meally and Mr. Wilfon, defpe- 
rately wounded, with only two men anda boy able to ftand 
the deck, were compelled to leave their prizes lying at anchor 
at Nicara, and make the beft of their way for the fart portin 
jamaica, The wounded men were much hacked by knives, &c. 
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Inferipiion on a Head-Stone in the Burying Cee: im 
Poole, Dorfetfhire. 


SACRED 
To the memory of JONATHAN VINCENT, 
A native of North America, 
Late of. the Fencible Regiment 
Commanded by the 
Hon. Sir Thomas’ Wallace Dunlop, Bart. 
Who exchanged this 
Terreftial for a celeftial world 
On February the 12th, ‘799, aged 54 years, 


Bencath this ftone there lieth one, 

Two Kings has ferv’d, and victory won ; 
But now his martial deeds are o’er, 
He’s landed fafe on Canaan’s fhore; 
Th’ archangel’s trump hhall bid him rife 
To take his feat above the kkies ; 

May we like him our a€tions raife, 

And learn to fing our Saviour’s praife | 


As ateftimony of regard and efteem 
Tothe deceafed this was erefted 
By the Grenadier Company to which he belonged. 





Anfuer, by M. P. of Briftol, ta E. Sherman’s Anagram, in- 
Jerted June 16, 


HERE is no doubt but that the name 
Is ISRAEL, of immortal fame, 





Anfwer, by 7. B. M. of Warcham, ff C.N.'s Charade, 2 
Jerted Fune 16 


gk fplendid fair oft wear a Reng 

By way of ornament ; 

A Wood is found where trees abound, 
And birds do oft frequent : 

The town in Hants you had in view 


Is RINGWOOD, Sir, and fo adieu! 


*2* We have received the like anfwer from R. Andrews, 
and J. King, of Kingfbridge; P. A. Kavanagh, and Thomas 
Vor, XXXVI, 2N Whicker, 
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Whicker, of Exeter; G. Coulman, of Broadhempfon; 
Serjeant Afh, of the Exminfler Volunteers; J. Field, of 
Staverton; W. Rennels, and R. Toulmin, of Barnftaple; 
W. Brock, of Evercreech; W. England, Lyme; Serjeant 
Ath, of the Exminfter Volunteers; Serjeant Towning, of 
Fivehead; W. Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; T. Taylor, of 
Bridgewater; Juventus, of Truro; W. Maddick, of Ru. 
tery; T. Jarvis, of Malborough; J. Bulgin, of Caftle Cary; 
R. Maffet, of Cargreen; Philom. of Teingmouth; J. Ball, 
jun. of Taunton; R. Champion, near Caftle Carey ; E. Ro. 
bins, of St. Auftell; and E, Sherman, of Cornwood, 





A QUESTION, by IW. B. Gibbs, of Mellington, Teacher of 
Aftronomy and Navigation, 


DMIT a ball, perfeétly elaftic, be let fall perpendi. 
cularly upon an exceeding hard horizontal plane; itis 


propofed to find what height it ought to fall, fo that the time » 


of defcent tothe faid plane, and its afcent after reflefedtoa 
point 160 feet high in the perpendicular line may be the leaf 
poflible. A Muxjonary procefs is particularly requefled. 





A CHARADE, 4y P. Gove, of Exeter. 


HEN fair Aurora bids the gloom retire, 
And ftreaks of light the orient {ky adorn; 
When the high mountain’s fummit ting’d with fire, 


And sifing ky -iarks hail the blufhing dawn. 


In radiant luftre, and-with glory clad, 
Behold! my firft, majeitic to the view! 
Its influence makes the whole creation glad, 

Unfolding nature’s charms in Jovely hue. 


*Tis then my next fhines forth in bright array, 
Comethes, Ob man! full weil thy hours employ; 
Ere fable fhades their awful gloom difplay, 
Ere death, fell death! thy vital powers annoy. 


Hail bleffed whole! for by the great command 
Of him who bade the rolling orbs to fhine; 
Whole tender mercies {pread thro’ every land, 
Prociaim’d it facred, holy, and divige. 
6 POETRY, 
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Lines addreffed to a fair One who had been fome Time neg. 
letted by her Lower from Matives of pecumary Intereft, 
and a Dread of theWorld’s undiftingusfhing Cenfures, 


| be my theme! Let other youths 

Heroic deeds proclaim, 

Invoke great Homet’s once pleas’d mufe, 
And challenge epic fame. 


Mine be the fofter, fweeter art, 
Of tuning Sappho’slyre ; 
Content to fhare bes living part 

Of milder glory’s fire. 


As nature, freed from winter’s chains, 
Re-aéts its filent {prings ; 

And lab’ring with creative pains 
O’er earth new verdare flings. 


So long in alienconflifts tofs’4 
With fortune, birth, and fame; 

Loos’d from a‘momentary froft, 
My love prevailsthe fame. ~ 


My love the fame but newly rais’4 
More abf’lutein my mind; 

As Kings o’er rebels’ arms eraz’d, 
More perfeét fafety find. 


Bot why, my fweet! thofe looks of fear? 
OF grief mix’d with difdain? 

Why burfls that fad apbraiding tear, 
The misror of thy pain? 


Think’ft thou, with undeferv’d negle&, 
I’ve treated thy fond flame? 

And fear’ft thou I no more refpe& 
Love’sever facred name? 


Or fear’ft thou I again fhall cool ? 
Again fhail flightthy charms? 
. Again prove fondling fancy’s fool, 
If thou admir’ft my arms! 
f all my joys! 
“ Thou aeme of my blifs ! 
Thofe fears are vain unfounded toys, 
Then pardon with a kifs. 


The vicious, dull, ignoble crowd, 
Unnotie’d fill have pat ; 


Truft me, thon [pring : 


While 
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While noble aftions once avow'd mee 
Provok’d afperfion’s blaft. 


So the beft paffions of the mind 
The envious foe, epfure ; 

Mercy too oft in chains hath pin’d, 
The generous foul been poor. 


Then pardon this firft fault of love, 
Drive fear too from thy breafl ; 

For nature’s felf, and all things prove, 
T’ have fome time been oppreil, 


Nature and love thus far agree, 
Both thall their frofts o’ercome ; 

But to each winter’s fhort decree 
To yield is nature’s doom, 


While love’s Satanic foes once foil’d, 
Nomore fhall hope to reign; 

Like meafles of their venom fpoil’d, 
Ne’er fhall their ’ttack again. 


Be then my vine, and I will be 
Thy fond fupporting elm: 
Or thou the veflel o’er life’s fea 

To fail, and I the helm, 


Thus in. cach other hall we grow 
So abfolutely one, 

Years thal] fo mufically flow 
In true blifs’s perfeét tone, 


That when the night of life draws home, 
And thou fhalt fink in fleep, 

I fhall a batren trunk become, 
Or rudder in the deep. 


But fhould I firft my talk perform, 
Poor unfupported vine ! 

Thou’dft perifh’d; andthe fame rude florm 
That caus’d my wreck will thine. 








On a poor Fifherman, lately drowned at Scarborough, whofe 
laft Words were, “* What will become of my poor Wife 
when I am gone?” 

By Miss CarTeERr. 


OUGH were the winds, the awful fky 
R Refle&ted o’er the furgy fea; 

The bark fo late was lightly borne, 

Now by each blaft each wave is torn, 


Tis lofi! no hope! no effort can 

Save a poor drowning filherman. 

To Heav’n, (he cries) ** Lord take my {oul.” 
An ange! {mile—his faith is whole. 


«© Yet where my fuff’ring better part, 

** Thou faithful reli@t of my heart; 

«* To me my God-has comfort given, 

** But where on earth will be thy haven?” 
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